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Everything starts with a conviction. 
And sometimes it can even change the world.

Environmental awareness is all the rage in the media. Every 
year, up to 30 million tons of plastic end up in the sea world-
wide, ultimately ending up in the food cycle of humans, 
animals and plants. 

Our goal is – in close cooperation with our customers – to 
completely dispense with plastic packaging by 2020. Help to 
pave the way for consumers to sustainable products. For our 
environment, health and quality of life.

We are convinced that with this conviction we can change 
the world.

Hannes Westkott 
International Sales Director

Ulrich Krahn 
Sales Director Germany
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Take advantage of new sales potentials.
Become a pioneer when it comes to sustainability.

70% attach importance to sustainability 
of products or companies

23%
are ready to spend more money 
on a sustainably packaged
product 

30%
would decide against buying a 
product because it is packaged too 
much or not sustainably

* Sustainability Image Score (SIS) 2017

Consumers value corporate social responsibility. A study con-
ducted by Facit* reveals the impact of sustainability on corpo-
rate image, loyalty and overall satisfaction. 

This is also shown by the results of the latest environmental 
awareness study conducted by the German Federal Environ-
ment Agency: More and more people in Germany see environ-
mental and climate protection as one of the most pressing 
problems of our time. Three-quarters of supermarket custo-
mers make sure they buy products with as little packaging as 
possible.

Consumers are sensitive to the issue
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Conventional plastic is produced from non-renewable raw 
materials (crude oil) and is not biodegradable. It takes up to 
hundreds of years for the plastic waste to disappear. In the 
decomposition process, the plastic decomposes more and 

found in the food cycle of humans, animals and plants.

Sustainability analysis

Our claim is to completely dispense with plastic. Together with 
our customers, we analyze their potential for sustainability.
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Sustainability analysis

Our claim is to completely dispense with plastic. Together with 
our customers, we analyze their potential for sustainability.

What is plastic and where is it used?
The industry has a responsibility.

30%
The recycling quota for plastics 
in 2015 was only just under

63%From 2019, the new Packaging 
Act will increase the recycling 
quota for plastics to  
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Plastic is still a component of many packaging materials. To 
achieve our 2020 target, we are working with our customers 
to replace plastic with the following materials:

Previous material Replacement material

Printed polybag Paper sleeve (FSC) or header card (FSC)

Transparent poly outer bag with insert Paper sleeve (FSC) or header card (FSC)

Transparent poly outer bags with header card Elimination without replacement

Transparent poly bags in folding box Elimination without replacement

Poly bags with secondary packaging Elimination without replacement

Sustainabilityis our proclaimed goal.

A little change. Great effect.
What we can do.
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Don‘t wait, start now.
Switch to plastic-free packaging now.

In keeping with our philosophy, it is clear to us that we must 
set a good example. That is why we have invested in state-of-
the-art banding systems at our production site in Borken. This 
enables us to process paper packaging as well as plastic 
packaging. 

Sustainable packaging

For our paper packaging, we use papers that comply with the 
recycling mark PAP 21 and PAP 22. As a result, the packaging 
can be disposed of in the waste paper and thus returned to 
the recycling cycle. Of course, we also offer all paper packa-

Switching during ongoing operation

You can switch to plastic-free packaging immediately. The 
conversion can take place as a whole or article by article.

Contact us and together, we will see how great the sustainability 
potential of your products actually is.
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Our products contain a small amount of plastic that cannot be 
replaced without compromising essential functions of the 
item. The use of bioplastics is technically possible and can 
also be performed by us on request. From our point of view, 
however, this does not contribute to the elimination of plastics.

We keep a watchful eye on the market and on the develop-
ment of alternatives. As soon as we see an opportunity for 
alternatives, we come up to you with concrete ideas.

Refraining from use and recycling must be guaranteed

Looking to the future. 
In search of holistic solutions.
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Our promise is signed and sealed. 
Tested and certified quality.

Sustainability is an issue that impacts our entire production 

Öko-Tex standards for years. This ensures the constant and 
assured quality for our products and production and is evidence 
of our self-imposed product responsibility to protect the con-
sumer. 

statement for the consumer, who can consciously opt for 
responsibly produced products.
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PRODUCT LABEL FOR TEXTILES AND ACCESSORIES THAT HAVE BEEN TESTED 
FOR HARMFUL SUBSTANCES

STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX® is a globally standardized, independent testing and 
certifi cation system for textile raw materials, intermediate & end products of all processing 
stages and accessory materials used.

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX® distinguishes between four product classes: Infants and young children, skin contact, without skin 
contact, and accessory materials that can be tested based on the criteria in Annex 4 or Annex 6 of STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX®.

The strict tests for harmful substances and the comprehensive catalog of measures of STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX® include:
Important legal regulations such as banned azo colorants, pentachlorophenol, cadmium, lead (US-CPSIA), etc.
Numerous harmful chemicals, even if they are not yet regulated legally
Numerous substance classes that are relevant to the environment
Requirements of Annexes XVII and XIV of the REACH Regulation and the ECHA-SVHC candidate list

Prerequisites for issuing the certifi cate and the STANDARD 100 label are:
The material or different constituents of a textile product must comply with the conditions, test criteria, and limit values of 
the standard

Operational quality assurance
Successful quality audit in your company by the OEKO-TEX® Institute before or shortly after the certifi cation

THE COMPELLING BENEFITS

You get to label your products with one of the world’s most recognized and widely used labels for textiles that have been  
 tested for harmful substances and document your product stewardship to protect the consumer.   

The independent evaluation of the world’s leading OEKO-TEX® Institutes represents a very strong, confi dence-building 
 measure for your materials and products.

The STANDARD 100 certifi cate is often the key to new business partnerships since the criteria of the STANDARD 100 by 
 OEKO-TEX® are often the basis of Restricted Substances Lists (RSLs) of retail chains, discounters, producers, etc.

You receive practical assistance for your operational quality assurance without having to allocate resources yourself.
A network of over 10,000 companies around the world make it easier for you to select raw materials and business partners  

 along the textile chain.

Edition 01.2019

Factsheet
STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX®

1 | 2

Tested for harmful substances.
               www.oeko-tex.com/standard100

00000000 Institute

PRODUCT LABEL FOR TEXTILES AND ACCESSORIES THAT HAVE BEEN TESTED 
FOR HARMFUL SUBSTANCES

STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX® is a globally standardized, independent testing and 
certifi cation system for textile raw materials, intermediate & end products of all processing 
stages and accessory materials used.

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX® distinguishes between four product classes: Infants and young children, skin contact, without skin 
contact, and accessory materials that can be tested based on the criteria in Annex 4 or Annex 6 of STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX®.

The strict tests for harmful substances and the comprehensive catalog of measures of STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX® include:
Important legal regulations such as banned azo colorants, pentachlorophenol, cadmium, lead (US-CPSIA), etc.
Numerous harmful chemicals, even if they are not yet regulated legally
Numerous substance classes that are relevant to the environment
Requirements of Annexes XVII and XIV of the REACH Regulation and the ECHA-SVHC candidate list

Prerequisites for issuing the certifi cate and the STANDARD 100 label are:
The material or different constituents of a textile product must comply with the conditions, test criteria, and limit values of 
the standard

Operational quality assurance
Successful quality audit in your company by the OEKO-TEX® Institute before or shortly after the certifi cation

THE COMPELLING BENEFITS

You get to label your products with one of the world’s most recognized and widely used labels for textiles that have been  
 tested for harmful substances and document your product stewardship to protect the consumer.   

The independent evaluation of the world’s leading OEKO-TEX® Institutes represents a very strong, confi dence-building 
 measure for your materials and products.

The STANDARD 100 certifi cate is often the key to new business partnerships since the criteria of the STANDARD 100 by 
 OEKO-TEX® are often the basis of Restricted Substances Lists (RSLs) of retail chains, discounters, producers, etc.

You receive practical assistance for your operational quality assurance without having to allocate resources yourself.
A network of over 10,000 companies around the world make it easier for you to select raw materials and business partners  

 along the textile chain.

Edition 01.2019

FactsheetFactsheetFactsheetFactsheet
STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX®STANDARD 100 by OEKO-TEX®

1 | 2

Tested for harmful substances.
               www.oeko-tex.com/standard100

00000000 Institute

SUSTAINABLE TEXTILE PRODUCTION

STeP (Sustainable Textile Production) by OEKO-TEX® is an independent certification 
system for companies of the textile chain (brands, manufacturers and retailers) who want 
to analyse, certify and optimise their production facilities with regard to sustainable and 
socially responsible manufacturing conditions.

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

Where it can be used:
Certification is possible for production facilities of all processing stages from fibre production, spinning mills, weaving mills, 
knitting mills to finishing facilities and manufacturers of ready-made textile items.

CONCEPT

The objective of STeP certification is the permanent implementation of environmentally friendly production processes, optimum 
health and safety and socially acceptable working conditions. In contrast to other certification systems, which mostly only take 
into account certain individual aspects of sustainability, STeP allows comprehensive analysis and evaluation with regard to 
sustainable production conditions.

VALIDITY

A STeP certificate is valid for a duration of three years and can subsequently be extended any number of times. For this, the produc-
tion facility has to comply with the requested criteria within the framework of a new assessment and compliance audit by one of the 
OEKO-TEX® institutes.

CRITERIA

To ensure the required transparency and comparability, the STeP criteria are standardized around the world. Based on a dynamic 
further development, the criteria are regularly analysed, evaluated and updated, if required, e.g. in view of new market developments, 
legal regulations and scientific findings.

Edition 10.2016

Factsheet
STeP by OEKO-TEX®

1 | 3

Sustainable Textile Production.
www.oeko-tex.com/step

00000000 Institute
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Acting today, for tomorrow. 
Give consumers a choice.

We are convinced that those who innovate with sustainable 
offerings will be rewarded for their commitment. Are you, too?

Acting today, for tomorrow. 
Give consumers a choice.

We are convinced that those who innovate with sustainable 
offerings will be rewarded for their commitment. Are you, too?

 
Textile Reinigungstücher

 Produktion
 Innovation 
Kreation     Join us on a journey into a responsible future!

K+S_Layout_A5_EN_RZ.indd   10 14.05.19   15:33

 
Textile Cleaning

 Productive
 Innovative 
Creative    



Your contact

Hannes Westkott 
International Sales Director

Tel.: +49 2861 948 223
Fax: +49 2861 948 49 223
hannes.westkott@kornbusch.com

Ulrich Krahn 
Sales Director Germany

Tel.: +49 2861 948 228
Fax: +49 2861 948 302
ulrich.krahn@kornbusch.com
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Kornbusch & Starting GmbH & Co. KG
Gelsenkirchener Straße 11

46325 Borken

www.kornbusch.com

The paper is awarded the Blue Angel and the EU Ecolabel.
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Kornbusch & Starting U.S. Inc.
780 Burr Oak Drive

Westmont, Illinois 60559 
www.flinka.us
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